
 

Advocates Call on Presidential Candidates to Oppose Subminimum Wages 
CPSD Applauds Secretary Clinton for Supporting Equal Wages for People with Disabilities 

 

Washington, DC – In response to Secretary Clinton’s public comment opposing subminimum wages for people 

with disabilities, The Collaboration to Promote Self- Determination issued the following statement: 

“We applaud Secretary Clinton for her public opposition to paying people with disabilities less than minimum 

wage” stated Barbara Trader, CPSD Chair. “Today, we call upon every Presidential candidate to fight for and 

support policies that specifically seek to create independence for people with significant disabilities which include 

abolishing the heinous practices allowed under subminimum wage programs. For too long, companies and 

organizations have benefited financially on the backs of people with significant disabilities and it’s time for this to 

stop!”  Trader concluded, “We look forward to working with those candidates that will stand with us in this fight 

against discrimination.”   

Secretary Clinton on wages and people with disabilities – March 28, 2016: 

"When it comes to jobs, we've got to figure out how we get the minimum wage up and include people with 

disabilities in the minimum wage. There should not be a tiered wage, and right now there is a tiered wage when it 

comes to facilities that do provide opportunities but not at a self-sufficient wage that enable people to gain a 

degree of independence as far as they can go. So I want us to take a hard look at raising the minimum wage and 

ending the tiered minimum wages, whether it's for people with disabilities or the tipped wage which is a real 

outrage for working people…We’ve identified these differentials and I want to do away with those. When people 

talk about raising the minimum wage, they don't always talk about the legal loopholes that we have in it and I 

want to get rid of those and I want to get rid of that for people with disabilities too." 

### 

CPSD is an advocacy network of national disability organizations that have come to pursue modernization of the federal adult 

system of services and supports for persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities, so that they can become 

employed, live independently in an inclusive community, and rise out of poverty. Learn more at www.thecpsd.org 

 

Contact: Laura Kaloi, lkaloi@wpllc.net, 202-210-1494 
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